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: ME!? PRIVILEGED?!
A Reflection for Black History Month

(ﬁ’\ February is Black History Month. An

%W experience of serving as Interim Senior Minister
In a congregation half of whose members were

black and half were white, a congregation that was located in an
urban neighborhood that was 99% black, generated new
perspective for me, as shared in what follows.

| have never felt privileged, not in the classic sense of having
received advantages that most people do not receive. Yet, | am
aware that certain o0givensoOo 1in
privileged position, at least in a relative sense.

| was born into an economically stable blue-collar household.
| was expected to do well in school. | was encouraged to believe
that | could develop skills in athletics. My family, church, and
school instilled clear and durable values. My small, rural town
community undergirded all of these things. | was privileged to
bear these gifts of stability, expectation, encouragement, and
values.

There is another o0giveno 1in
have benefited. This one is harder to recognize and not so easy
to acknowledge even after recog
someti mes referred to as owhite

(Continued on next page)



FROM THE PASTOR (CONT®&D) é

resistance to this term and automatically cringe just a little when
| hear it spoken out loud. And yet | know it to be real.

| have, for example, been spared the corroding effects on the
soul that result from being oOun
department store. | drive the highways without fear of being
profiled and pulled over, even when | drive a few miles per hour
over the speed limit.

| move among the institutions of our society without much
concern about being oOoput i n  my
color. | go about my business with a fundamental sense of being
representative of the racial o0n

Even though I function with a readiness and a commitment
to accept and embrace minority persons in my world, the very
exi stence of a racial identity
racialized presuppositions that cannot fail to color my attitudes
and behaviors. I n fact, my ve
privilege, 6 may be a racialized
what | do not want to see.

What if | could honestly recognize and openly address the
subtly racialized patterns within myself? What if | and my
community could genuinely function from the core of our shared
humanity that underlies whatever racialized identities and self -
justifying behaviors distort this shared humanness?

What if we dared to see ourselves as others see us through
racialized lenses of perception and then took care to cleanse the
lenses, or at least adjust our behaviors and attitudes to
compensate for the distortions? How would such a process of
prayerful reflection and graced self -awareness open, expand, and
enrich our relationships in faith community?

How would it feel to be a part of such a process? | think it
might feel a lot like a seed would feel & if it had our conscious
awarenessa in soft, fertile soil, warm with spring sunlight, when
its husk finally cracks open and it dies into new life.

Let this mind be in us, wiAmenh wa

Jerry

PRAY FOR THOSE IN THE MILITARY
John Anderson Christopher Henshaw

Justin Bretthorst Aaron Lee

Jonathon Martin

David & Renee Miller

Douglas Mohr

Elizabeth Shaw

Zachary Smith

Lazette & Danny Bretthorst
Tim Broeking

Chris Dahmer

Hiram Dahmer

Brian Finke

Chris Forcum Jeremy Steveson

Craig Forcum Joshua Steveson

Michael Friesland Greg Strong

Daryl Hancock Jonathan Travelstead

ADDRESS CHANGES

Ms. Christine Boester Rm# 308
C/O Carrier Mills Nursing Home
6789 U.S. Highway 45 S
Carrier Mills, IL 62917

Mr. Shane Martin

Harlaxton College Manor Box 51
Grantham, Lincolnshire

NG32 1AG

UNITED KINGDOM

Please note these address changes in your church directory. Church
directories are available on the table in the Bell Tower. Do not
hesitate to contact the church office if we are out.
| f you have a new address,
5190 and share it with us. Thank you!

pl ease



PLEASE REMEMBER | N PRAY

Please call the church office if someone should be
added to our list. Also, please let us know when
that name may be removed from the list.

e Jim Askew e Ron Ruggles

e Bill Carroll e Martin Setter

e Colton Collier e Jessie Simmons

e John Geittmann e Chelsey Sims

o Kyla Hafeli e Collin Sims

e *Robert Harrison e Kelly Smith

e Randy Houston e Jack Sneddon

e Elaine Jacobs e James Sneddon

e Erna Jennings e Bob Steveson

e Randy Jones e Greg Strong

e Romelle Kaeser e Jean Travelstead
e *Dick Kobler e *Bruce Tyner

e Carolyn Lee o *Edie Vancil

o Callie May Lilly e Betty Vaughn

e John Lilly e *GinaW.

o Walter Pape e *John Wohlwend
e Rhonda Parton e Brenda Woitke

John Plummer Velma Wolaver

*Indicates a new request this month.

A WORD ABOUT THE PRAYER LI STEé.

We welcome any and all prayer requests, however in order to
keep the list more manageable, new requests are retained for
publication in two issues of the Herald. The name is then removed,
unless the church office is advised that the name needs to continue to
be listed. Should you have any questions or concerns, please contact
the church office. Thank you.

Q\@ Every third Sunday is New
Member Sunday at Zion UCC. If
you would Ilike to join our

congregation, please contact Rev.
Jerry D. Keeney at (314) 7072046.

Sunday, Feb. 15, 2009
New Member Sunday

JUST A NOTE FROM THE MUSI C MI NI

Welcome to 2009, a time in which we in the music ministry,
along with the rest of the congregation, are looking forward with
great anticipation to Rev. Hol st
Zion. January has already been an active time within the music
ministry starting with capping off our Christmas season on
Epiphany Sunday with lots of music. Shailer Martin began our
service with a trumpet solo to a jazzy version of We Three Kings
Great jJob Shailer! ltds so nic
congregation giving back to God. The choir anthem entitled The
Work of Christmas Beginsuggested that being kind, generous and
joyful during the Christmas seas
Christmas Beginsé after t he h
throughout the entire year. The Ladies Trio (Jean Travelstead,
Diane Lazorchak and Gail Jones) also shared during the offertory
with Rejoice with Exceeding Great Jay,song telling of the wise
mends great joy in seeing the st

January 11 was a regularly scheduled Blended Service,
beginning the service with Open the Eyes of My Heart, Lord, The
Wonder of It All,and Change My Heart, O GodThe choir shared an
upbeat selection entitled Highway to Heavermwith solos being sung
by Gail Jones and Michelle Lazorchak, and tambourine played by
Mi chell e Baxter. ltds a fun son

The third Sunday was a day dedicated to Martin Luther
King, Jr.d8s birthday with the o0\
began the service with Let There Be Peace on Eartiee Choir sang
Creation Will Be at Peacand the service ended with the hymn of
Let There Be Peace on Eastarting with solos by Lyric and Peyton
Younger, Esta Mae Fowler and Gail Jones, and then joined by the
choir and the congregation. What a wonderful ending to a very
meaningful service.

January 286 s service included the
the hymns and the Choir singing Faith to FaceWith the beginning
of the new year, now i s the pertf

Resolution to join us in worshipping through music. As always,
we welcome additional voices and ringers any time! Hope to see
you soon!

Gail Jones, Bell Choir Director



Sunday, January 11, 2009 DATE TOTAL
1/04/09 $ 4,352.00
1/11/09 $ 3,483.90
1/18/09 $ 4,657.00
1/25/09 $_2,256.00
TOTAL $ 14,748.90

December 28" Receiptsi $5,682.40

JANUARY ATTENDANCE
SUNDAY WORSHIP

DATE  scHooL 8:00AM 9:00 AM 10:30 AM TOTAL

1/04/09 22 29 18 79 126

1/11/09 21 14 21 88 123

1/18/09 17 19 21 89 129

1/25/09 21 12 25 65 102
Average 20 19 21 80 120

11:00 pm Christmas Eve Attendance 128

Pictured L-R: Rev. Louis Fluck, Katelyn Salzman, Katy HERALD DEADLINES:

Groves, DeAnna Herzog, Rev. Jerry Keeney, & Flora Reill
9 y y y HERALD MONTH DUE DATE PAPER COMM.

Q: Are you persuaded that God has called you and are you ready to March Herald Mon. 2/16/09 Tues. 2/24 4:00 pm

serve faithfully? April Herald Mon. 3/16/09 Tues. 3/24 4:00 pm
A | Am. May Herald Mon. 4/20/09 Tues. 4/28 4:00 pm
Q: Do you accept the word of God as the rule of Christian faith? JuneHerald Mon. 5/18/09 Thurs. 5/28 4:00 pm
A: | do. July Herald Mon. 6/15/09 Tues. 6/23 4:00 pm
Q: Do you promise to be diligent in prayer and reading the scriptures? August Herald Mon. 7/20/09 Tues. 7/28 4:00 pm
A do, relying on Goddés graceqg. SeptemberHerald Mon. 8/17/09 Tues. 8/25 4:00 pm
Q: Will you be zealous in maintaining peace, truth, and love? October Herald Mon. 9/21/09 Tues. 9/29 4:00 pm
A wi ||, relying on Goddéds gr dce November Herald Mon. 10/19/09 Tues. 10/27 4:00 pm
Q: Will you minister to the needs of all, impartially and with love? DecemberHerald Mon. 11/16/09 Tues. 11/24 4:00 pm
A: I will, relying on Godoés| g
By the grace of God and the laying on of hands, we ask the Holy BULLETIN DEADLINES:

P, P . . . Each week by 3:00 pm on Wednesday prior to the service on Sunday,
iﬁ:gtnto confer on these individuals gifts for ordained ministry. except for: Sunday 11/29/09 & Noon on Tues. 11/24 (Office closed

] on Thurs. & Fri.) and Sunday 12/27/09 fi Noon on Mon. 12/21/09.




HIGHLIGHTS FROM JANUARY COUNCIL MEETING

President George Jacobs welcomed new Council members and
guest. Our new minister, Rev. John Holst, was in attendance
along with Rev. Jerry Keeney.

President Jacobs reviewed the committee lists for the year 2009.
He asked all Council members to check with the chairpersons of

each committee to see if the list is up to date. He also explained
that the Search Committee is now the Pastoral Relations
Committee.

The new members of the Council were given a list of their duties
as Council members. During the February Council meeting the
Council will walk through the church so as the new Council
members know how to open and close the church. A
communion schedule was also passed out at the meeting.

The Council approved the church usage of the First
Congregational Church of Western Springs to spend March 20t
and March 28t at our church . This group is going on a Mission
Trip to Mississippi and will be traveling through Marion and
spending the night at Zion. They also approved the church to be
used by Candace Lewis for a training seminar on January 24bh.
Approved several dates for Betsy Varis from Rockford College
for Continuing Education Classes. And also a Bridal Shower for
Kelly Rendleman to be held on March 14t. The Region 1
meeting date has been changed from April 5th to March 29t

President Jacobs passed out a letter from Margie Parker from the
Church of the Good Shepherd UCC. The letter contains
information about the Region 1 Food Pantry Challenge to Feed
the Hungry. Rev. Holst explained that the months following
Christmas most of the Food Pantries are really hurting. He
thought that we could possibly do a couple of big food drives a
year.



